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,c.,™»>„« P^^ORMATI ON DISCLOSURE STATRTVrFNT 

(SUBMISSI ON AFTRR FILING OF AN AP PT Tr ATrnm nrrr ^^^^^ p^^. , 

1.114 RCE APPLICATTONi * 

MSRCE 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, appUcant(s) hereby submit(s) an Infonnation 
Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 

^* LIST OF PATF,NTS. PTTRT Tr ATT^ ns OR QTHFR TNFQRMATTriM 

The patents, publications, or other infonnation submitted for consideration by the Office 
are Usted on the PTO'SB08(s), attached hereto. 

n. COPIES 

a. Copies of cited U.S. patents and patent application publications are not 
Copies of foreign patent dnrnm^^ts and non.p ^t.nt literature ... .-.....^^^ 

B-rch. Slawart Ko.ae.. 4 LLP MSW/GMD/mua 
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□ b. Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO-SB08 are not enclosed because 
they were cited in the International Search Report and copies should already be in the PTO file. 
If copies are needed, please contact the undersigned. 

O REFERENCR.S PT^RVIQUST.V TTTRn .<;TmMT-rr,.T. . pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1. 98(d). consideration of information listed on the PTO-SB08 fonn(s) is requested since any 
patents, publications, or other mfonnation which are listed on the PTO-SB08 fomi(s) but for 
which copies are not enclosed herewith, were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one 
of the foUowing applications which has been rehed upon for an earUer filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 120: 

U.S. Appl. Nofs) and U.S. FiTinp ; Batp 

^- CO NCISE KXPLANATTON OF THE RRT.FVAMrp 
(check at least one box) 

^ ^ POC^NTS TN mE ENGT.T.SH T ANnTTAGF .- The patents, publications, or other 
mfonnation listed on the attached PTO SB08 are in the English language and therefore, do not 
require a statement of relevancy. 

^ PQP^ENTS NOT IN THE RNGT.TSH T..NGtT.GF - A coocise explanation of the 

relevance of all patents, publications, or other information listed that is not in the English 
language is as follows: 

An EngUsh language translation of the Abstract of Reference Cite No. BA, i.e.. JP ll- 
218866 is attached hereto, 

^ . ENGLISH LANGTIAGR SEARCH PFPOg T - An Enghsh language version of the seareh 

report or action that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is attached, 
thereby satisfying the requirement for a concise explanation. See MPEP 609(in)(A)(3). 



□ d. 

tion. 

2 MSW/GMD/mua 
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rv. FEES (check one box) 

□ a. Tliis Infonnation Disclosure Statemfint is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a new patent application; therefore, no fee is required. 

□ b. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrent with the filing of 
a continuation-in-part, continuation, or divisional patent application; therefore, no fee is required. 

□ c. This Infonnation Disclosure Statement is being filed within three montiis of the 
fihng date of a national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No fee or statement is inquired. 
(This section is not to be used with RCE's.) 

□ d. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an international appUcation (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 •57(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

IS e. This Information Disclosure Statement is being ffled concurrently with the 
filing of a Request for Continued Examination under § I.IU (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4)). No 
fee or statement is required. 

□ f. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3)). No fee or statement is required. In the event 
that a first Office Action on the merits has been issued, please consider this IDS under 37 C F R 
§ 1.97(c) and see the statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or. if no statement has been 
made, charge our deposit account for the fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ g. Tliis mfoimation Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
Fmal Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the mailing 
date ofa Notice ofAllowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311 (See37C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

□ No statement; therefore, a fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1. 17(p) is attached, 
or 

2 MSW/GMD/mua 



05/10/2007 THU 10:27 [TX/RX NO G816] i|010 



MAY- 10-2007 THU 11:26 AM 



FAX NO. 



P. 11 



Application No.: 09/955,438 r. wxr r.^.^ ^ 

' Docket No.: 0042-0455P 

□ See the statement below. No fee is required. 

^- STATEMENT UNDER 17 C.F.R. 8 1 07( p) 
(check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states that: 

□ a. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign appUcation not more than 
30 days prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

□ b. Each item of infonnation contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

□ c. No item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making i^asonable inquiry, no item of IDS was known to any 
mdmdual designated in 37 C.F.R, § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
IDS. 

□ d. Some of the items of infonnation were cited in a communication from a foreign 
Patent Office. As to this information, the undersigned states that each item of infom^tion 
contamed in the IDS was first cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the fihng of this IDS As to 
the remaining infomiation. the undersigned hereby states that no item of this remaining 
mformation contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application and. to ±, best of my knowledge after making reasonable 
inqurry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement. 
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VI. PAYMENTOFPFPR (check one box) 

□ The required fee is listed on the attached Fee Transmittal. 
^ No fee is required. 

If the Examiner has any questions conceding this IDS, he/she is requested to contact the 
undersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit 
Account No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
rephes, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 

time fees. 



Dated: May 10,2007 



Attachinent(s): 

S PTO/SB/08 
^ DocumeTit(s) 

Foreign Search Report(s) 
Fee 
Other: 



Respectfully submitted, 



By. 



Marc S. Weiner 
Registration No. : 32, 1 8 1 "^^S" 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH. LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Us0 as many simats qs iwcosaaiy) 


Comfileto if Known 


Application Number 


09/955.438-Conf. #9440 


FiKng Date 


September 19. 2001 


Hret Named (nvontor 


Mikio IHAMA 


Art Unit 

Examiner Name 


1752 


Shoet 1 of 1 


Attorney DockOl Number 


A. C. Waike 
0042-0455P 





EKBmlner 
Iniiiats' 


Cite 
No.* 


Document NumDftf 
NumDaM<ind Coda^ ( if known) 


Publication Dale 
MM-DO-VYYV 


Name ofPatontao or 
AppHcanl of Cited Document 


Pases. CQlumns. Lfries, Whem 

Relevant Passages or Rfltevant 
Figures Appear 



&(aminer 
InltlatB* 



CItG 

Nq."* 



■foreign PatontDocumont 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMiMTS 



CounayCOcto'-NUfnbei^-KInd CcC^'^fif known) 



PubUcation 
Data 



Name of Paiontae or 
AppnoantofCfteil Document 



PaQQB, Cdumno, Unos, 
Whore Rfiifivartt ^aeaoes 
Or Ratovant Figuros Appear 



08-10-1999 



Konishiroku Photo Ind 



m 




ExBmlrtor 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 


1 


Birch, Stowart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 
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